
Three of our clients were 

proud to open the Minnesota 

Opera season in the cast of “Il 

Trovatore.”  Mlada Khu-

doley sang Leonora, Olga 

Savova sang Azucena and 

Avgust Amonov was the 

heroic Manrico. 

All five performances sold 

out , to standing ovations.  

Mlada Khudoley will return to 

Minnesota Opera next season 

to sing Salome. 

During the production , Mr. 

Amonov briefly left Minnea-

polis to record the opera 

“Brothers Karamazov” with 

Maestro Gergiev and the Rot-

terdam Symphony.  The live 

recording will be issued next 

year on DVD and CD. 

Ms. Savova will appear as the 

hostess in the Metropolitan 

Operaôs production of “Boris 

Godunov” in 2010-2011. 

The standout among them 
(the cast of Trovatore) is 
Mlada Khudoley , who 
lends Leonora's arias an ex-
quisite combination of gentle-
ness and power. She has the 
biggest voice on the stage, but 
exhibits a remarkably soft 
touch...Khudoley proves a 
commanding presence 
throughout.  
Pioneer Press  
 
Avgust Amonov has the 
right kind of smarmy swag-
ger for the title role, and he's 
at his best when at his most 
tender... as the troubadour's 
gypsy surrogate mother, 
Olga Savova is entrusted 
with most of the histrionics in 
this most melodramatic of 
operas, but she paints a com-
pelling figure.  
Pioneer Press  

ñIl Trovatoreò  Minnesota Opera 

“War and Peace” Canadian Opera 
Elena Semenova (Natasha 

Rustova), Oleg Balashov 

(Anatoly Kuragin) and Ilya 

Bannik (Métivier ) all ap-

peared in the outstanding cast 

of COC’s “War and Peace”  

this past October.  The  

production received rave  

reviews. 

       

 

 

 

Elena Semenova as  

Natasha Rustova  
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Olga Savova (front) as 

Azucena in MNOs ñIl 

Trovatoreò 
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JFAM offers congratulations to 

our clients that appeared in the 

225 Mariinsky Anniversary 

Festival  of the Kirov Opera 

at Duetsche Oper Berlin this 

past September/October: 

Sopranos: 

Mlada Khudoley, Zhanna Dom-

brovskaya 

Tenors: 

Yvgeny Akimov, Avgust 

Amonov, Andrei Popov, Maxim 

Aksenov 

Mezzo: 

Olga Savova 

Baritone: 

Nicolai Putilin, Vladislav Sulim-

sky 

Basses: 

Yuri Vorobyov, Vadim Kravets 

 



Artistic Director of Dallas 

Opera Jonathan Pell, was 

one of our distinguished 

guests at the White Nights 

Opera Auditions last sum-

mer.  Clearly, Mr. Pell en-

joyed the sights and 

sounds of St. Petersburg.  

JFAM clients Oleg 

Balashov , Oksana 

Shilova , Andrei Spek-

hov , Mikhail Kolelish-

vili , and Vitaly Efanov 

will all appear in lead roles 

of Dallas Opera’s future 

production of “Boris 

Godunov.”   

The performances will take 

place in the new Winspear 

Opera House. A 21st cen-

tury reinterpretation of the 

traditional opera house, 

the 2,200-seat Winspear 

Opera House’s principal 

performance space is de-

signed to be the environ-

mentally conscious, state-

of-the-art standard against 

which future opera houses 

will be measured.  

Mr. Kolelishvili is the 

recent winner of the Monte

-Carlo World Masters 

Voice competition and has 

been a finalist at Cardiff. 

Mr. Efanov is a regular 

cover a the Metropolitan 

Opera and will sing 

Sarastro “Die Zauberflöte” 

with Baltimore Opera next 

season. 

French stage Director, Ar-

naud Bernard has  staged 

various performance in  

Venice, Prague, Spoleto 

Festival, Toulouse, Pal-

ermo, et al. 

Mr. Bernard’s productions 

have appeared at the Lyric 

Opera of Chicago, Verona, 

Teatro Colon, San Carlo, 

Athens (Megaron), et al. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Bernard will stage di-

rector “Betrothal in a Mon-

astery” at Paris Opera in 

2010. 

If you would like render-

ings Of Mr. Bernard’s pro-

ductions, please contact us 

via email: 

peter@jfartists or  

 

alexey@jfartists.com 

“Boris Godunov”  

Dallas Opera 

Arnaud Bernard 

tanovic's adorable and 

shiningly sung Gretel.ò 

Donald Rosenberg, cleve-

land.com 

 

This Spring Ms. Matanoviç 

will make her international 

debut as Musetta with New 

Israeli Opera, followed per-

formances with Kentucky 

Opera, Seattle Opera and a 

return to Opera Cleveland. 

 

Anya Matanoviç: An American Soprano 

JFAM, LLC is proud to rep-

resent two American sing-

ers:  baritone Kyle Albert-

son and marvelous young 

soprano Anya Matanoviç.  

Ms. Matanoviç recently 

received excellent reviews 

for her portrayal of Gretel 

in Opera Cleveland’s pro-

duction of “Hansel and 

Gretel”: 

ñAnd what a cast. Who 

couldn't adore Anya Ma-

 

ñSinging is a form 
of admitting that 
I'm alive.ò 
 

Alfredo Kraus  
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Boris Godunov  

Congratulations to bass  

Roman Astakhov for his 

FEST contract appointment 

at Oper Leipzig .  Mr.  

Astakhov will sing Commen-

datore, Zuniga, Sarastro and 

many other roles.  Oper 

Leipzig has renewed Mr. 

Astakhov’s contract through 

2010. 



With only a few moments to  

clear his throat from an 8 per-

formance run  of “War and 

Peace” with the Canadian Op-

era Company, Oleg Balashov 

boarded a airplane  headed for 

Vancouver.  Mr. Balashov was 

a late replacement for Lensky 

in Vancouver Opera’s much 

heralded new production of 

Eugene Onegin.  

Oleg Balashov , and very 

good things are being said 

about him (he's taken leading 

roles with the Mariinsky in St. 

Petersburg, the Met and La 

Scala). Says VO director 

James Wright , "I heard him 

sing in St. Petersburg last 

spring and I was impressed 

by the beauty and emotional 

force of his voice."  

Vancouver Sun  

Indeed, Mr. Wright heard 

Mr. Balashov at the White 

Nights Opera Audi-

tions .  Please read further 

in the newsletter about our 

next audition June 2009 in 

St. Petersburg.  Interested 

Directors are encouraged 

to contact us far in advance 

to reserve a place for this 

casting audition. 

Oleg Balashov as Lenski 

could hardly be improved 

upon...his aria recalls 

something of the tempera-

mental but brilliant Neil 

Shicoff who holds the notes 

forever in the best re-

cording I know (on DG). 

Balashov's Lenski is less 

impetuous and long -

breathed but still a roman-

tic poet and his aria is a lyric 

and desolate cry of torment in 

the wilderness.  

Vancouver Sun  

Europe: Gerhard Rieder Pro-

motions:(www.riederprom.at) 

Ms. Khudoley is represented 

by ZemskyGreen in North 

America  and JFAM continues 

to be general management. 

ñéthe soprano Mlada 

Khudoley, the vocal 

standout of the produc-

tion so far, who has a 

lush, sizable and lumi-

nous voice.ò 

Star singer of the Mariinsky 

Theatre, Mlada Khudoley, fills 

the 2008-2009 season with 

numerous debuts: 

Leonora “Il Trovatore” with 

Minnesota Opera; Senta “Der 

fliegende Holländer” Oper 

Leipzig; Abigaille  “Nabucco” 

Opernhaus Graz; and Salome 

with Vancouver Opera . 

Ms. Khudoley is also proud to 

invite new representation in 

New York Times, Anthony 

Tommasini, July 16, 2007 

 

ñMlada Khudoley was 
a sexually aggressive 
Sieglinde, she and Do-
mingo making a strik-
ing couple.ò 

 Los Angeles Times  
Mark Sweed 

Oleg Balashov “Oh Canada!!!” 

Mlada Khudoley  www.mladakhudoley.com 

Mr. Putilin’s Phillips audio 

and video recordings in-

clude The Queen of Spades, 

Sadko, Iolanta, La forza del 

destino, Mazeppa, Prince 

Igor and Boris Godunov 

(Philips Classics, NHK).  

Future engagements in-

clude Mazeppa, and Pique 

Dame in Switzerland. 

Nicolai Putilin joins JFAM 

James Fox Artist Manage-

ment, LLC is honored to 

introduce the newest mem-

ber of our client roster:  

Nicolai Putilin  

Mr. Putilin has appeared 11 

seasons at the Metropoli-

tan Opera, and has also 

made numerous appear-

ances at Covent Garden, La 

Scala, and the Lyric Opera 

of Chicago. 

Seattle Opera  
 

Mr. Speight Jenkins was our 
first guest in St. Petersburg, 
Russia.  We are proud that 
he has hired two of our 
clients: soprano Larissa 
Yudina (Leïla, Pearl 
Fishers) and Ilya Bannik 
(Sarastro, Die Zauberflöte ). 
 
Please visit: 
www.seattleopera.org for 
more information about 
upcoming performances of 
“Pearl Fishers” 
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The ardent and youthful 

Oleg Balashov.  Future 

performances include 

“Boris Godunov” with 

Dallas Opera 



One Riverplace Drive, Suite 420, La 

Crosse, WI 54601 USA 

One Smolensky Pereulok House 9, Suite 

47, Moscow, Russia 121099 

Phone: 1.310.531.0213 

Fax: 1.815.642.0071 

E-mail: peter@jfartists.com / 

alexey@jfartists.com 

www.jfartists.com 

James Fox Artist Management, LLC is 

a Licensed talent agency specializing in the 

representation of classical music artists 

from Russia and the United States.   

Founded in April 2005 by Peter Fleming, 

James Fox Artist Management seeks to cre-

ate performing opportunities for classical 

musical artists in North America and 

Europe.  

 

The White Nights Opera Auditions is 

dedicated to creating audition opportuni-

ties for singers from the Russian Federation 

and former Soviet-bloc countries.  Do to the 

cost of travel and difficulties obtaining VI-

SAs, Russian singers are not able to audi-

tion frequently in the West.  Since its incep-

tion, WNOA  has invited Artistic Directors 

from over 10 different countries to hear 

singer auditions.  From these auditions, 

over $1,000,000 in contracts have been is-

sued. 

James Fox Artist Management, LLC. 

Artistic Directors that 

are interested in attending: 

1)Round -trip airfare to 

St. Petersburg  

2) Hotel for three 

nights at the opulent 

Alexanderôs House 

( www.a -house.ru ).  

3) VISA support  

4) Transfer from Pulk-

ovo Airport  

We will confirm the atten-

dance of interested Direc-

tors on a first come basis.  

Please email:  

office@whitenightsopera.com  

for further information. 

These are difficult financial 

times, especially for many 

opera companies.  The 

White Nights Opera Audi-

tions have decided to make 

it easier for singers and 

Directors as well.  

 The next session of WNOA 

is planned for the first 

week of June 2009.  The 

cost of the audition will be 

free  for a select group of 

top level singers from the 

Mariinsky Theatre, Bolshoi 

Theatre, Novaya Opera, 

Helikon Opera and many 

others. 

We offer the  following 

package to  

Only 5 places are  

available for interested  

Directors.  

White Nights Opera Auditions  

 June 2009 / St. Petersburg, Russia 

Peterhof Palace,   
 
A painter paints pictures 
on canvas.   But musicians 
paint their pictures on 
silence.    
 
-Leopold Stokowski  

Metropolitan Opera  

Bass Vitaly Efanov 

will cover Gremin 

“Eugene Onegin” this 

January and baritone 

Vitaly Bilyy will 

cover Onegin.  Mr. 

Efanov and Mr. Bilyy 

have been regular cov-

ers at the Metropolitan 

Opera since 2006.  Mr. 

Bilyy  also appeared last 

season as Denisov “War 

and Peace.” 

Live streaming video 

available for all our 

clients, upon request.  


